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Background 

This album was put together by Marika de Gosztonyi (now Marika Chapman) at age 14 in 1956/57 at the 

time of the October 1956 Hungarian revolution. Over the years somehow this scrapbook came into the 

possession of our family and was passed on to me. Although I found the content fascinating, my parents 

had emigrated in 1949 and I was born in Canada in 1951, so Hungary was not “back home” but a place 

of our origins and this was another tragic event in the country of my parents and their families. 

The 1956 revolution was an opportunity for many Hungarians of all social levels to start a new life in the 

west, a life that was not seen as possible in Hungary at that time.  

However, it has been almost 60 years since the momentous events that took place recorded here. 

Hungary is no longer a place of terror and persecution but a welcoming prosperous country that we 

enjoy visiting. It is also now the home of members of our generation, which was not even thought of 

ever being possible in 1956.  

As a historical document this is a compilation of newspaper clippings and commentary of events as they 

occurred. Today it is a stark reminder of Hungary’s dark past in recent history and how today’s Hungary 

has evolved from that point in time. There is no annotation or personal commentary other than the 

introductory pages, just a real time reporting of the events as they occurred and compiled by a 14-year-

old girl from Canadian newspapers of that era.  

The news stories were taken from the Montreal Star (now defunct), the Montreal Gazette, the Montreal 

La Presse and other newspapers. This collection is by no means complete, some of the articles may not 

be recorded in their entirety, nor in strict chronological order, what is presented here is exactly as 

Marika compiled the information in 1956 and 1957. 

Having kept the album hidden away for many years, when I found it I decided to digitalize the contents 

and return the original to Marika and her family as a reminder of why our collective family decided to 

find a new life in Canada in 1946, as they could not see a future in the Hungary of that time.  

The intent of this document is to provide another perspective of that time as viewed by the Canadian 

news media. 

Peter de Gosztonyi 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

October 2016 
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Epilogue 

This was the last news clipping that was added to the scrapbook. The story of course did not end here 

for the many Hungarians who left in 1956 as well as those that stayed.  


